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move before coming down on the side of the victor.
These tribesmen rushed down upon the dispersing
lashkar, slaying and looting, and Nadir Shah was left
with but a handful of stalwarts to act as a body-
guard. He made his way from the field of battle,
hotly pursued, but his topographical knowledge
stood him in good stead, and he was able to reach
the concealment afforded by the wild crags of the
Altamoor Pass. Bacha's men surrounded the Pass,
and even retreat was cut off, but Nadir refused to
become disheartened. " I am determined to fight
to the last," he declared. " Even if there is none
to help me I, with my rifle, will continue single-
handed to fight the enemy with the idea of doing
my duty and averting from my nation this catastrophe.
Either I will achieve my object, or lay down my
life in the attempt to secure national peace and
prosperity/'
These were brave words, but they have been heard
so often before in the world's history, and with so
little effect upon contemporary history, and the
tribesmen had lost heart. Once again Nadir Shah
called a jirgah, indicating that the recent reverse
had not been due to lack of bravery on the part of
the tribes, or to deficiencies in military skill, but to
treachery. This> of course, was the case, but this
appeal from a single source was drowned in the mass
propaganda of the Bacha, who let it be known that
he had overwhelming strength and was determined
to crush any signs of revolt with more than ordinary
severity. Bacha must have been indulging in fantas-
tically imaginative flights if he had conceived